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LESSON: 
DOES YOUR HOPE SPRING ETERNAL?
TEXT: 

Romans 5:1, 2, 5; 15:4-5; Proverbs 23:17-18
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   The Doctrine of Hope

1.  In the Greek, ELPIS and ELPIZO means to hope, to have confident expectation.

2.  Hope is to have absolute security about the future; therefore it acts as a motivator.
3.  God is the author or originator of hope and by believing, accepting, and living in the

     light of His hope for us, our faith in the future can give us power in the present.
4.  While God is the author of hope, Bible doctrine is the source of that hope (Rom. 15:4).

5.  There are three (3) hopes that give the Christian confidence, courage, and momentum.
6.  The First Hope is Eternal Life. Anyone one who believes in Jesus Christ will never 

     perish or receive condemnation. This is permanent and absolute (John 3:16; Rom. 8:1)
7.  The Second Hope is Blessings in Time. This the potential for the greatest relationship

     with the Lord possible, total capacity for life, and a effective witness (Prov. 8:32-36).

8.  The Third Hope is Eternal Reward. This is the potential for great blessing and reward 

     at the Judgment Seat of Christ because you have already acquired the reality of the 
     blessing of hope two, plus the necessary Bible doctrine to produce hope three.

9.  Hope or confidence begins to function when we develop spiritual self-esteem from the

     Word necessary to live out the command of 1 Peter 3:15, “But sanctify (set apart) 
     Jesus Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense (give a 

     reason) to everyone who ask you to give an account for the hope (confidence) that    

     is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”

LESSON:  DOES YOUR HOPE SPRING ETERNAL?

TEXT: 
Romans 15:1, 2, 5; 15:4, 13: Hebrews 11:1

Introduction: 

Today as in times past, people have placed their own definition and meaning on what they believe the word hope signifies.  I believe that we all would agree that the Bible has proven that man’s way leads to a hopeless end, but God’s way leads to endless hope.  But here we find again the word hope, but no clear definition.  What does it mean?  Is the question a verifiable general truth, a motivating maxim, adage or principle to live by?  Let me quote it as its author intended…  Some say “if Hope springs eternal in the human heart, the spring is getting pretty weak.”  “There are those who cast their bread upon waters, hoping it will return to them toasted and buttered.” What am I saying?  Genuine hope is the anchor of the soul, the stimulus to action, and the incentive for achievement, but it must all be based on the proper purpose, our reason for living.  God has promised and made provision to save us from sin, ourselves, death, a burning hell and even bless us in time and eternity.  How do we benefit from His promise?  Faith believes it, hope anticipates it, and patience quietly waits on His timing.  “Lost hope is the undertaker’s best friend.”  The only sturdy bridge between hope and despair is Jesus Christ.  He is help for today and hope for tomorrow.  
CLOSE:
Our problem is not that God doesn’t  give us what we hope for, as it is we don’t know the right thing for which to hope (Matt. 6:33; Psalm 37:4-5).  When God makes good on His promises it will cause you to adjust or clean your glasses, as was the case with Abraham so he could see, not his grandson, but his son.  The same was true of Moses who was standing in the promised land not with Aaron or Miriam at his side, but with Elijah and the transfigured Christ.  Hope is not some wish to be granted or a favor performed.  It’s much greater than that.  It’s the confident expectation that God will be true to His person and His word and still leave us in awe when He does exactly what He said He’d do.  He simply requires obedience and mustard seed faith.  Because what is impossible for man is more than possible with God (Matt. 19:26).  Your hope must be connected to the Eternal Spring, The Fountain of Living Waters.  You can go down in a whirlpool or be reborn, refreshed, and rejuvenated by the pool that will quench your every thirst. God wants your hope to be eternal as you drink from His spring. 
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