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LESSON:  TALENT IS A GIFT, BUT CHARACTER IS A CHOICE
TEXT: 
  Philippians 4:2-5, 8-9
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Memory Verse—“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.” Phil. 4:8 (NASB)

    *The Difference Between the Low Road and the High Road


    Low Road





    High Road

1. Revenge and retaliation



1. Unconditional love

    when wronged





    and forgiveness

2. Plays the same game




2. Refuses to play games;

    as others 






    lives by principles

3. Guided by emotions;




3. Guided by character

    up and down





    and values

4. Reactive: lives no better



4. Pro-active: lives above

    than anyone else (petty)



    merely human standards

                                     *The Maxwell Leadership Bible
“Success is to be measured not so much by the position one has reached in life as by the 

  obstacles which he has overcome.”






             Booker T. Washington

“A spirit of harmony can only survive if each of us remembers, when bitterness and self-interest
 prevail, that we share a common destiny.”







Barbara Jordan
Lesson:  
TALENT IS A GIFT, BUT CHARACTER IS A CHOICE

TEXT: 
Philippians 4:2-5, 8-9

Introduction:
Crisis or difficult circumstances doesn’t necessarily make character, but it certainly does reveal 

Character.  Adversity is a crossroads which makes a person choose one or two paths: character or

compromise.  Every time a person chooses character, he/she becomes stronger, even if that choice brings negative consequences.   The development of our character is the “heart of our develop-ment.”  Character is more than talk and no person can rise above the limitation of their character.

It is important to understand that petty differences can prevent victory in the spiritual life.  Paul knew the importance of teamwork, so he encouraged two women mentioned in our first passage , who had been quarreling to make peace.  Euodia and Syntyce, members of the Philippian church,


had by their disharmony created some division.  Paul used them as examples to launch into an entire chapter on peace.
He doesn’t ask these women to act uniformly or cop each others behavior, but rather be of the same mind.  The term he uses connotes harmony.  Harmony means their efforts complement the efforts of others, rather than conflict with them.  Even players on a team that play different positions compliment each other as they seek to achieve the same goal to win, but petty differences

can prevent their mutual desire for victory.  Paul tries to help these ladies see as well as all believers that they/we must balance our gifts with character.  In the end three essential questions will be answered: What I Am (Humble); What I Do (Rely on God); What I Gain (His Power).
CLOSE:

Christians, especially those in leadership positions, must remember that when we fall, we don’t fall into some vacuum, but we influence others beyond ourselves.  Therefore we must guard against falling frequently by not emphasizing our gifts over our character.  We must strike the following balance if we are to finish well the race that is set before us, by answering:
What I Am?



What I Do?


What I Gain?

Humble



Rely on God


Power from God

Visionary



Accomplish Set Goals
High Morale

Convicted



Do the Right Thing

Credibility for the Cause of Christ
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